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FIGHT TERROR RAIDS IN SALINAS VALLEY STRIKE 


A ee ee me eet ne ae ma a 


Open Textile Mills Under National al Guard 
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Gorman Orders Strikers To 
Return Without Any Demands 
Won: Many Remain Out 


“Tremendous Victory’ Announced to Cover 
Biggest Betrayal! In Labor History 


a 


ct UR BRE AEE RAE Ya OR RR OS 


Darcy Tells About 
Textile Struggles; 
Urges Fight On EPIC 


WASHINGTON, Sept. 25.—? 
Alter twenty days of the bitterest | 
class warfare America has ever 
seen, in which the nation’s textile 
workers scored a complete vic- 
tory on the picket lines, deteating 
every effort of the mill owners 
to open their mills by militia and 
gangster violence, Francis J. Gor- 
man, A. F. of L. head of the 
strike committee has engineered | 


one of the most treacherous sell- 

outs in labor history. LOS ANGEL ELE: S, Sept. 23.— 
While workers were sacrificing | California workers have a task of 

their lives in a struggle for living| vital importance on a_ national 

wages and decent conditions, Gor-| scale in their fight to expose the 

man was busy behind their backs| Sinclair candidacy and bring fer- 


in Washington negotiating a be-} ward the Communist election plat- 


—s of their struggle. form. 
Under the terms of the sell-out Re-emphasizing 

agreement leoed by Gorman,|basis of his observations in the 
workers are ordered-to return to] fast, particularly in the textile] 
work immediately without a single} strike areas, Sam Darey gave ad: 
one of their demands granted and,j unexpected talk last cali 
Without any assurance “against dis} workers’ entertainment — in fe 
crimination. Cultural Center. Darcy had ju-t 

Hailing his betrayal as a “great/ returned to the District to resume 


victory for labor,” Gorman an-/his campaign as Communist can 
nounced: “Almost every striking | didate for governor and his leat-} 
worker will be on the job tomor-/ership of important labor stre., | 
row, with possibly a few damaged | cles. 

mills remaining closed. They will pene spapers in the East and 
go back to work under the sameJin California are saying that the 
conditions existing when they pemocratte Party has ‘surrend- 
left, but we have the assurance/ered’ to Sinclair,’ Darcy said. 
now of a fair deal for the men| “This of course is nonsense. Sin- 


and we are ready to stand by the| clair is just as thorough a Demo- 


decisions of any impartial group|/crat as the rest of the Democratic 
of mediators.” politicians, but why is this non 
* Many Continue Strike. sense being spread about? 

But the way is not as smooth ‘The reason is that the capital- 
for the betrayal as Gorman would }ist class must do something about 
have it seem \ powerful opposi-| the tremendous spread of revoliw 
tion trom rank and file leaders|tionary working class struggle 
Is yet to be reckoned with. Work-|throughout the country. it’ 4s 
ers in many mills and local un-| looking to Sinclair as a means of 
ions have announced that they| stemming this tide. 
will continue their strike despite “Hardly had reactionary capi 
Gorman S agreement until their de- | talists finish éd congratulating 
mands have been granted. }themselves on the sell-out of the 

few mills have been able to re-| San Francisco general strike when 
sume work with anything resemn)-] 490.000 textile. workers struck. 
ling “normality.” The situation Anyone who knows of the reac: | 
around scores ot mulls one leadership of Gorman and 
ViFtUually unchanged.. In many) \feMahon knows the tremendous | 
places, workers returning the signiticance of this strike. I saw] 
jobs found nag alta 1OYr) workers with only rocks in their 
aerive SEPIKC duty ; 200) union hands boldly charging the armed 
workers in Concord, N, National Guard, > 
cupied the courthouse and ane “I saw two textile workers’ 
nounced their determination ae = ei listening to fakers plead- 

(Continued on Page 3, Col. fing not to picket because the 

Vote Communist! mayor had asked them not to. 

One worker had only to get up 

U S Ss RK IN PEACE on a box and shout, ‘Do we want 
\pantli cineca tiscahased 4 to win this strike?’ to get a roar- 
MOVE, TO SELL ing answer of ‘yes, and a thous- 


and workers marched to the mill. 
“This is the attitude froin. which 
Sinclair is being groomed to 


C. E. RAILWAY 


t Save 
(Continued on Page 3, Col. 5.) 
JAPAN RAISES HER BID TO 
sat sis Register Before Friday—— 
$50,600,000 ; ALE IS 


Socialists Run Out In 
Sacramento Free 


FINALLY SET 


the Republican and Demo- 


Tt KY }.. Sept 23.—* Mfficial an | Speech Fight 
nouncements were made today 
that the Soviet Union had finally Mie. sueerertrnertes (Us 
won 4 price approximating $40,] ,, SACRAMENTO, | Sept. 22. en 
660.000 for her half-share in the] “Dempster’s yellow” and, “This is 
Chinese lnkastern Railway, after} 4 dirty irame-up, dozens oi work: 
lone negotiations. An additional] ¢Ts at the Sacramento Plaza Park 
$8 700,000 was se be paid as shouted angrily when the Social 
discharee allowances to the Soviet { '5t Party candidate for governor 
employees at present working on failed to appear and lead the 
iiss es xaos ns much-advertised free speech 

fhe announcements came as ap "sht, at which he was the sched- 
result of many conferences be- uled speaker Thursday. 
tween the Savict UNmbassador Dr. Dempster was going to defy 
Youronoff and Foreign Minister} the police and city bureaucracy. 
Kawi Hirota. Phe price is a] Dempster was going to make a 
raising of the pi Al ta lecicle? low of-| “fight” for “workers’ civil rights.” 
fer Japan has consistently made He had even sent out press re 
and which resulted in a deadlock] ieases from San Francisco. to this 
after lone negotiations, last month.]Jeffect, so that the workers of 

The selling of rights in this] California would know that the 
railway, which is shortcut across} ‘leading” Socialist ot the _ State 
the puppet state «f Manchukuo to} was ready to defend their “rights 
Viadtwostok, is 4° further indica-] in batile i necessary. 
tion of the desire of the Soviet But alas! the zero hour had 
Union to keep péace in the world,{ struck. Six hundred workers were 
as Japan has béen using the ne-|in the park. But not Dempster. 
gotiations ba e tor : 2 whole That same day there were held 
séries of war provocations along|in the State Capitol building con- 
the Siberian borden Having full} ventions by all the political 
control in Manchukuo, Japan has | parties, including the Communist 
been responsible.for the arrest of | Party and the Socialist) Party 
more than 100 Soviet workers in| Aside from the two old capitalist | 

two tmontlis. parties, 

In the matter of actual value of | cratic, the Communist Party had 
the railway, the completion ot the the largest representative conven- 
parallel line built by Japan | tion. Reading in the tewspapers 
through Manchukuo has unques- that Dempster was refus, i & per- 
tionably reduced jts future freight mit to speak in the pai “K, the 
possibili ies, while its value to the Communist convention sent two 
Soviet Union ‘is in laree part de candidates, Noral and Perry, _t0 
creased with the extunsive railway)the Socialist convention (which 
construction on the Soviet side OH was composed of less than a 
the border. dozen) with a proposal for a réal 

The main point, however de-| united front free speech fight. 
termining the sale is the desire} This proposal was immediately 
of the USS.R. to keep peace andj turned down -by the canvention— 
not. permit this breakdown of ne- Mr. Denipster. 
gotiations to result in immediate Dempster had very good rea- 
war. 


(Continued on Page 3, Col. 7.) 
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REGISTER | 
TODAY TO 
VOTE 
COMMUNIST 


The final day to register 
for the general election on 
November 6th is THIS 
THURSDAY, SEPT. 27th. 

Those who have moved 
since voting at the 1932 
presidential election or the 
August 1932 primary, or 
who have neglected to reg- 
ister, may do so only until 
Thursday. 

In San Francisco the of- 
fice will be open the re- 
maining days ior registra- 
tion from 8:30 a. m. until 
9 p. m. 

Don’t fail to register if 
you haven’t already done so, 
and then—— | 
VOTE COMMUNIST! 


empress nematic tenet anime I ieee ne nee seo 


A. F. of L. Rank and 


eee 


this fact on the File Conference S. F. 


October Ist and 2nd 


SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 24.—| 
While the fatboys at the 4th 
Anwual A. F. of L. National Con- 
yeriioa in this city are busily try- 
ny to keep control that this hug 
organization may continue ceiee | 
the bosses, a Rank and File Con- 
ierence will be held under the 
leadership or. the, iA; Bet) eee £5: 
Trade Union Committee for Un- 
employment Insurance and Relief, 
to further the fight for greater 
rank and file control and more 
militant struggle. 

This, the third annual, Confer 
ence called for October Ist andj; 
2nd, will be attended by delegates | 
trom A. F. of L. unions through- 
out the state. Held in Carpen- 
ters’ Hall, 112 Valencia street, the 
sessions are from 10 a. m. to 7} 
p. m., Monday, and 1 p. m. to 10 | 
p. m., Tuesday. 
Among the delegations present 
will be one from the Atlantic 
coast who have come to attend 
the A. F. of L. Convention and 
carry on the fight there. 

_ Monday night the program out- 
[lined by the committee will be 
presented at a bie mass meeting 
at kagles Hall, 273 Golden Gate 
avenue. Speakers at the meeting 
will include J.ouis Weinstock, na- 
tional secretary of the A. F. of L., 
Rank and File Committee and mil- 
itant leader of the New York 
Painters Local #499 which was 
expelled for its militancy in the 
recent painters’ strike. Henry 
Schrimpf, fighting San Francisco 
longshoreman, Clarence Tobey of 
the’ ast Bay ALE. of 2b Baek 
and File Committee and delegate 
to the Alameda County Building 


Trades Council, and Kaspar Bauer, 
veteran San Jose fighter from 
the A. F. of L. Butchers’ local, 
will be the other main speakers. 
“The many recent betrayals of 
strikes by officials, cf which the 
(Continued on Page 3. Col. 4.) 


Preparing For ‘Arbitration! 


Helping 
Worcester, 
on the textile picket lines. 


REPORT 10 DEAD FROM FOOD 
POISONING AT SAWTELLE 


One Other Veteran Killed Through Neglect; 


700 Til From 


the sell-out group. prepare the way, police of 
Mass., attackea Communists and other militants 
four bulis—one Communist. 


Rotten Ham 


LOS ANGELES, 


Sept. 24.—One man is definitely known to have 


died of iood poisoning at Sawtelle and overwhelming evidence indi- 
cates ten other deaths from the same cause. 
Two weeks ago a poisoning epidemic of shocking proportions af- 


fected nearly a third of the veterans at Sawtelle. 


Immediately after 


the noon meal men collapsed on the,grounds and in the buildings 


as on a battlefield. 


The capitalist press 
headlines for one edition. only, 
swing the cases affected as 350. 
\iter that there was complete and 
mining silence Western Work: 
er corcespondents with great dif- 
ficulty learned that the actual 
number of ihose stricken was 
rcarly 700. The causes of the 
puisoning were then being in- 
vestigated by army physicians 
and by chemists of the United 
Siates Hospital. Today an in 
vestigator froin Washington 1s 
still at work striving to uncover 
—or cover—the facts. 

Fifteen of those poisoned are 
still in the hospital. Though 


facts as to the casualties are as 
hard to obtain as if the hospital 
were a jail, it is positively known 
that one man, A. B. Kelly, died 
of the poisoning. The hospital 
records try to cover it up by at- 
tributing the death to heart fail- 
ure; but relatives insist that he 
had no heart trouble, nor illness 
of any other kind. 

And certain glaring facts point 
to the total number of deaths, so 
far, as eleven. It is customary 
for the grave diggers at the Saw- 
telle cemetery to be ordered to 
have an extra grave or two dug 
in advance. Immediately after the 
poisoning, however, the grave dig- 
gers were ordered to prepare ten. 
The foliowing Friday there were 
eleven funerals. 


( arried o——-- 


a ee te te a 


* Blame Ham. 

Additional evidence indicates 
that the poisoning of these 700 
men was due to ham improperly 
cured. Some months ago. the 
New Deal ordered thousands of 
hogs killed to reduce the surplus. 
The first intention was to diz 
under these carcasses. But at the 
instigation of Mrs. Roosevelt, they 
were “saved” and hastily cured for 
the “needy.” Indications arg 
that improperly cured hams from 
this source have been used at 
Sawtelle. At first- cooks were 
careiul not to take meat too near 
the bone, where the worst ot the 
“mildew” or botulic poison = ap- 
peared. Inevitably, a captain 
kicked about the “waste’—and the 
cooks cut clear to the bone. When 
Kelly died, his body swelled in 
the manner typical of this sort ot 
poisoning. 

There has been another death 
as well as a grave injury, follow- 
ing upon gross negligence in an- 
her mater. 

' 
i 


* Neglect Kills One Other. 

In spite of mary protests and 
numerous accidents, epileptics, 
most of whom are. shell shock 

-erers, have been allowed to 
sleep oa the regulation high beds, 
although they frequently fell out 


(Continued on Page 3, Col. 1.) 
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campaign 
prisoners, 
In 
working 
of 


°C 


TUNE IN 
TO HEAR 


CANDIDATES 


LAWRENCE ROSS _ will 
be the radio speaker in Los 
Angeles Friday, September 
28, at 10 p. m. over Station 
KYM. He is Communist can- 
didate for congress in the 14th 
district and secretary of the 
Los Angeles Section of the 
Party. 

Sam Darcy will speak over 
KTM Wednesday, October 
35 at 20 De et 


STATION KTAB 
Monday night, 8:15 (San 
Francisco, Oakland, Berk- 
eley, Richmond, San Jose, 
Beerepentss Stockton, 

e¢e;) 


Every 
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1 Indicted On 
7 Syndicalism 
Counts in Sac’to 


SACRAMENTO, Sept. 23.—Ar- 
raignments for the eighteen work- 
ers held in the county jail on re 
indictment on seven counts of 
“criminal syndicalism” teok place 
in court Friday, September 22. 

j.eco Gallagher, International La- 
bor Defense attorney, asked de- 
murrers on all new counts. Only 
two counts were held good irom 
the original indictment. District 
Attorney Neil McAllister has re 
worded the counis that were de 
murred and when Judge Lemmon 
would not allow the demurrers, 
trial was set for November 8, in 
superior court. 

Judge Lemmon entered pleas of 
“not guiliy’ when the eighteen re- 
fused to plead because of unclar- 
ity of the indictments. 

These frame-up 
maximum penalty of 96 years 
each if convictions are made. 

The International Labor De- 
fense conducting a nation-wide 
for the release of these 
If McAllister succeeds 
getting a conviction of ‘these 
class leaders, the mght 
to organize, strike and 


Cases: Carry a 


is 


labor 


picket will be definitely abrogated. 


The 


frame-up now being attempt- 


ed in the Sacramento is, in fact, 
against every worker and working 
class organization 1m Cahifornia. 


SEND HELP TO 
SALINAS! 


The Communist Party, Dis- 
trict 13, urgently calls on all 
workers’ organizations and in- 
dividuals to send IMMEDI- 
ATELY what aid they can 
to the striking Filipino agri- 


cultural workers in Salinas. 
Defense funds are badly 
needed. 


Send them to the Filipino 
Labor Union, 100 Lake street, 
Salinas. 


ee 


A.F.ofL. Fat Boys Paradein Pasadena 


Militants to Continue 
Struggle In San 
Francisco Meet 


¢ political party. 


The issue is being 
National A. F. of 
L.. Convention in San Francisco 
beginning next week, against 
Green, Woll and Vanderleur’s red- 
scare campaign. 


to 


carried the 


AR | When Bridges took the floor 
lin opposition to a resolution com- 
PASADENA, Calif., Sept. 25.— | mending Paul Scharrenberg, sec- 
Resolutions introduced by Harry |retary-treasurer of the State Fed- 
Bridges, delegate from the Inter | eration of Labor, for his work 
national Tongshoremen’s Associa-|allegedly for the good of labor 
tion and its newly elected presi-| during the last twelve months, the 
dent, one of which was adopted, | fireworks flamed most fiercely. 
were the only real challenge to| “TL am opposed to this resolu- 
the reactionary routine of bust} tion commending Scharrenberg,” 
ness transacted by the California) qeclared Bridges. “It was not 
State Federation of Labor at 1tSico very long ago that Scharren- 
annual convention held in post | bt trie’ 4g secure the withdraw- 
dena. A slight show of P| of the i:E, charter with the 
tion to endorsing Upton Sinclair! intention of givine it to a com- 
for governorship was made by a1 pany union formed by the bosses. 
few die-hard supporters of Mer! ] ocked in the saie at Longshore- 
riam, but the » conservative and | men’s he adquarters Sa Relay Fran- 
id-guard majority, in its new lib-! cisco is proof of this treachery.’ 
‘ral Sinclair dress, had only i trceausle the ‘ 
mall real opposition—that of the | signee y the convention was pe 
foun peMicenaeore ak lan uproar. What he told was a 
ew rank-and-filers who manaced | i : pening can 
tc beste aisleeates. revelation to spectators unused to 
: ithe wavs of organized labor. How- 
+ Besclitinn: Oa: Codsiiniite: | ever, Scharrenberg came to. his 
}own rescue. His speech was art- 
The first resolution which pro-| istry in evasion. ‘He not only did 
voked fireworks was that intro-|not deny the allegations of 
duced by Machinists’ Local #68| Bridges, but said: 
of San Francisco which, if adopt-; “I have no apologies to offer 
ed, would have recognized the! for everything I have done.” 
Communist Party as a, legal polit-; After Scharrenberg’s melodra- 
ical party bv. the State Federation | matic “defense,” the chair put the 


of Labor. 
is 
candidates in the field, and is al- 
ready an officially recognized 


The Communist Party 


on the November ballot with} 


question to a vote, and the rec: 
|ommendations or the resolutions 
Soames were adopted. 

The main resolution offered by 


Bridges was the one calling for 
an endorsement by the convention 
of the sympathy strike and solida- 
rity actions of labor, and criticiz- 
ing statements made by William 
Green, onberee h of the American 
Federation of Labor regarding the 
San Francisco General Strike. The 
resolution was a clear statement 
of the facts and lessons of the 
San I*rancisco strike. 


It was not put to a vote because 
of an objection by one delegate 
which the chair sustained. 


¥ Support of Textile Strike. 


Where ridges scored was 
when the convention adopted an 
amendment to a resolution, of- 
fered by him, in which the con- 
vention recorded its moral sup- 
port to the textile strike then 
raging throughout the East and 
South. The amendment supple 
mented the moral support by 
pledging the organized protest of 


the whole labor movement against 
the use of troops against the]i 
strikers, and for the raising of 


funds for thé textile workers. 
Throughout the convention the 
Oid Guard of stand-pat reaction- 
ary politicians who hold the prin- 
cipal offices were pretty much in 
control—almost. There was an 
occasional flare-up of opposition 
from some of the younger and 
newer delegates. .So reactionary 
was the main body of delegates 
in the beginning of the convention 
it was rumored that even Sinclair 
would not have a chance of se- 


nn 
ee 


endorsement. But the 
the Democratic State 
at Sacramento Thurs- 
day, where Sinclair was officially 
embraced into the capitalist fold, 
produced a changing effect and 
when the convention re-assembled 
Friday morning, Sinclair's en 
dorsement had the support of the 
reactionary machine. 

In the midst 
ing more acute 
of workers are 
chine-supporting 


curing an 
results of 
Convention 


of a crisis grow- 
in which millions 
starving, the ma- 
delegates to the 


convention put in most of their 
time discussing nonessentials. Ap- 
parently they are satisfied with 
the status quo. And why should 
they desire a change? Most of 
them have jobs in their unions 
which pay them good salaries; 
and all they wish is to be let 
alone. 


The promise of the near future 
lies in the substantial and mili- 
tant, though small, support given 
to the resolutions submitted by 
the I.L.A. delegates and Machin- 
ists Local +68, and the 15 per 
cent of the vote gotten by Harry 
Bridges for vice-president. 

The burning issues facing or- 
ganized labor, such as the fight 
for the passing of the Federal 
Unemployment and Social Insur- 
ance Bill (HR 7598) are being 
carried to the floor of the Nation- 
al (54th annual) A. F. of L. Con- 
vention in San Francisco October 
Ist to 15th—and are being pressed 
forward in scores of locals and 
central labor councils in California 
and nation-wide. 


VIGILANTES SHOOT, BURN 
“HONES OF LETTUCE STRIKERS 


‘| Vegetable Packers To Return To Strike if 


No Decision Given By Oct. Ist 


=) 

| 

| 

| SALINAS, Calif., Sept. 24. —With 48 of the leading Filipino 
striker in jail following a more intense reign of terror than even 
| imperial Valley has seen, their hall raided and closed and all pool 
(halls and other public places where the workers might meet closed, 
iti is reported that Luis Aguda, secretary of the Filipino Labor Union, 
has called off the strike which was set to become a general strike ot 
all tiel: is tomorrow morning. 


——— As we go to press confirmation 
| fot the report has not been ob 
T ~ S li taine d, but the sentune nt of. the 
| hese are d Inds | mn: ijority ot the i Me X ican, white 
ie ~. lan d the iew Ff ilipino pickers work 
iangsters ji we OW . io answer the call of the 
nese I ae and come out. The Vee 
These are known vigilante cd baetaoel Association has 
gangsters of Salinas, active in voted to resume Uh } strane li ‘ 
terrorizing Filipino workers, ac- {S‘tistactoty — ereat. 74 Hist 
cording to reliable reports re- | Pesc Se by the arbitranon boars 
ceived by the Western Worker. | by (ctober Ist ek 
They are, with a few excep- Fallowhn: on the return te 
tions, supposed to be “leading {work o1 the Vegetable | ackers 
citizens” of the town: | Association, an a F. ot 4, en 
ion ot shed workers, two weeks 
pape Pack- | #8 splitting the solid ranks 
ing ' 7 which had tied up the ape = 
i ; fcrop, the Filipino strikers who 
Wy F 
gigs Pomc lvoted to stay out have been sub- 
BUD STORM Se rected to an infense reign ol 
| S. P. GARIN. | terror, 
W. B. GRAINGER | It was climaxed by an attack 
K. R. NUTTING i | by twenty-five carloads of thugs 


on the Canate camp near the 
'Chualar road Friday night when 
| the houses where more than forty 
workers and their families were 
Petroleen were set on fire after a 
Bre anagesn minute attack with guns by 
the invading thugs. Under cover 
of rifle fire, groups were seen 
spraying the living quarters with 
gasoline so they would burn bet- 
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Shot At Us For 15 ;...: ee ee 
Previous to this a series ot 

Ot. veagiiame attacks had been 
Mi 9 lj made to drive out the Filipino 
inutes 9 d inas workers from the valley, the: at 
tacks being made on those who 

| were working and getting 40 cents 

Eyewitness ells): hour as well as upon the 

| strikers. 


SAL IN. 4S, Sept. 24—The fol- ; * Raid Union Hall. ; 
lowing is an eyewitness descrip: | The night before the burning 
tion of the burning of the Caneie: of the Canete camp the F.L.U. 
camp of Filipino strikers Friday hall at 10 lake street was raid- 
mie lit by a gang of vigilantes, | ¢d by Miieen police who clubbed 
viven by Marcuelo, president of | every man in the hall, jammed 
the Filipino Labor Union. The|them in an ambulance and took 
only point omitied was the addedj them to prison. No- PEsiSane’ 
fiendish detail of the vigilantes | was put up as most of the strike 
shooting holes in a big oil tank efs were asleep when the police 
so the jets thus made would ignite invasion came, but they were 
and spread the fire among the charged with carrying concealed 
terror-stricken women and child- Weapons. 
ren. Marcuelo says: Then Friday morning the police 

At a workers’ camp located attacked a picket ine on the 
near Chualar road, betweea 8:00 Spreckels road near Riverside and, 
and 8:30 p. m., September 21st, alter beating the unarmed pickets 


when they refused to obey an or 


where I lived with several other s 
der to disperse, 47 were arrested 


filipino workers, we suddenly 


heard gunfire. ,and charged with rioting. _The 
lt was a repeated gunfire, and | “ie litancy of the Filipino strikers 
within a few minutes the bul- | has been inspiring during the long 
lets were heard distinctly, as strike since August 28 despite the 
they riddled our windows and terror loosed against them, and 
came directly into the house. , the courage of their struggle is 
We looked out and could see | one of the bright pages of Amert 
more than fifty men who al- | can working class history. 
most completely surrounded the (Continued on Page 3. Cal. 6.) 
house. A continuous rain ot ‘ Register Before Frigay——~ 
fire lasted for fifteen minutes, 
before the fire started, ae 9 
tried to use the telephone to a ] e e egates 
get the sheriff for protection, 
but the phone was cut off and by 
a few minutes later the lights To Anti War and 
went off and we were left in 
complete darkness. The child- 


ren were frightened and the wo- 


Fascism Congress 


men screamed, such was the in- 
tense fear felt during those - 
minutes. SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 23.— 
One of the Filipino boys liv- (At meetings held in San Fran: 
ing in the house, N. &. Mariano, | cisco and Uakland on Friday and 
went outside and during that | Saturday, September 21 and 22, 
time he saw two trucks with- | delegates were elected from un- 
out lights drive up. From one |jons and working class organiza- 
of these trucks, in which there |tions to attend the Second U. S. 
(Continued on Page 3, Col. 4.) | Congress Against War and Fas- 
cism which convenes in Chicago 
——Vote Communist !—— on September 28, 29 and 30. 
WORKER SCHO L The Congress, which will be 
O ithe largest of its kind need oy 
‘in America, will be addressed by 
CPEN FALL TERM, many of the leadine figures in 


ithe anti-war and anti-fascist strug- 


FRIDAY, SEPT. 28 cle both in this~ country and 
abroad. Among the long lst of 
speakers are: Dr. Kurt Rosen- 
The Fall pees of the Work-|feld, former Prussian Minister of 
ers’ School opens Friday, Septem-| Justice; Dr. Harry F. Ward, Chair- 
ber 28th, with a_class on the|/man of the American League 
History of the Three Interna-| Against War and Fascism; Earl 
tionals. | Growler, secretary of the Com- 
Registration is being taken now; munist Party, U.S.A.; Roger Bald- 
from 10 a. m. to 10 p. m. every win, director of the American Civ- 
lay at 675 Minna street for all il Liberties Union; Mother Ella 
classes. The following are being Reeve Bloor, militant farm lead- 
offered: ‘er; Clarence Hathaway, editor of 
Principles of Communism, Marx- the Daily Worker, and xobert 
ian Economics, A and B; Prob- Morse Lovett, chairman of the 
ems of Oppressed Nationalities League for Industrial Democracy 
(in California); Workers’ Self- and Professor of English at Chi- 
Defense in Court; Trade Un-| cago University. 
ion Organization; “Quack” Plans! Delegates will be present from 
(Utopias, Epic, ‘Douglas Town- the textile unions, National Guard 
send, etc); Short Wave Radio; companies, American Legion 
Russian, and English. ; posts, ammunition plant shop com- 
The Y. C. L. will open a class mittees, Negro organizations, pro- 
it 1223 Fillmore street which will fessional groups, unemployed 


nelude one hour of gymnastics 
nd one hour of political discus- 
sion. This will be held every 


Monday night from 7:30 to 9:3 


groups and every other section of 
American life and industry. 

The Congress will not confine 
itself to mere verbal opposition to 


For the benefit of those stu- war and fascism, but is convening 
dents who did not finish their to outline a concrete plan of ac- 
full course because of interrup- tion. Delegates will return to 


their groups prepared to co-ordi- 
nate their activities with other or- 
ganizations on an_ international 
scale. 


tion by the raids on the school, a 
special rate will be made for those 
who re-register. Come in and 
register now! 
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PAGE TWO 
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Lessons Of The Recent Strike 


TTL SR 


RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE MEETING 


which 
since that time risen to new heights. 


INTRODUCTION 


The strike wave which began earlv in 1934, the first period of 
was examined by the Eighth National Convention, has 
The strike movement not 


only grew in number of strikers, militancy and duration of strikes, 


but also ctualitatively entered a higher 


stage with the emergence 


on a nationwide scale of a general strike movement. 


in 
realized in ‘ 
darity with the Pacific Coast Marine Workers strugele of twelve 
weeks 
San 
ment further penetrated the deep south and the basic industries. 


I. 


industrial strike of textile 
leaders to submit for the moment to the fighting determination 


Strike, mork 
can workingclass and are of historic significance. Especially on 
the bacitic Coast, the jury of the bourgeoisie reveals also 
intensity of war preparations, and ihe capitalists’ determination 
to smash 
arations. 


This general strike movement came to the verge of realization 
Toledo, Minneapolis, Milwaukee, Portland, Seattle. It was 
San Franciseo in a four-day General Strike of soli- 


in the 
move: 


workers 
the strike 


of all 
time 


Tass 


same 


overwhelming 
the 


the 
Bay region. At 


involving 
Krancisco 


At the present moment a great movement for the nation-wide 
workers has forced their A. F. of L. 


av the rank fle and issue a general strike ca!l, which has 
brought on strike a half-million workers in the greatest single 
strike in arieicun history. 

These strugeles, and especially the San Franctsco General 


new high poimt in the development of the Ameri- 
the 


all mass trade unions at the main basis of war prep- 


The lessons of these struggles are of first importance for the 


development of the .entire revolutionary movement.. The history 
of 


assimilated by the entire revolutionary movement and the whole 


these battles must be thoroughly studied and their lessons 


workineciass. Every nucleus, every fraction, and every committee 
must begin by discussing this resolution. 


Main Characteristics of Recent Strikes 


This growing strike movement which is. the answer of the 
workers to the sharpened attack of the capitalists is character- 


ized by the following main features: 
a) these strikes are in one form or another directed not only 
against the capitalists in the various industries around the 


question of wages, hours, conditions of labor, the right of organt 
directed against 


vation, ete. but they also are more and more 
che new deal policies and the N.R.A. codes and the arbitration 
features in particular; 

b) these strikes, consisting primarily of worker: organized 10 
the A. F. of L. unions and especially those who became recently 
organized, took place through the efforts of the rank and file 
of the A. F. of L. who cither fereed the leaders to “sanction” 
these strikes or struck over the heads of these leaders; 

c) the national and local governimert resorted to increasing 
use of yiolence against the workers on strike, practically in every 
trike the National Guard was called out, in general growing 
fascist and semi-fascist methods of suppressing strikes were 


used bv the government supplemented by tasetst) organizations 


ind armed thugs, resulting in most of these sirties on the killing 
and wounding of strikers, intinida Fuahe forcign-bom’ wor 

SS. Cte. 

4) above all as already indicated thes tries ave characterized 
les a marked increase in mass solidariiv alrenay tating the form 
ef the development of general strikes as the answer of the 
workers LO the increasing attacks of the capitalists and the sup- 
pression of ihe struggles of the workers by the capitalist govern: 
wnenty 

) a very ‘important feature of all the stril s the ability 
of 2 minor.tv of organized workers on strike to 1mvolve the mass 
of the vunmorvanized workers an@ the unemployed, who furnish 
alinest no strikebreakers (these come from declassed petty-bdtr- 
eeos of ermunal efements), but on the contrary ive active support 
ani agsiaiznee: An important factor in the organization anc 
preparation of tne strike s.rneeles has been the greater ability 
of the Party to. molélize the masses in detense of their interests 
(San Francisco, Atiiwaukee, etc.). 


THE STRIKE STRUGGLES AND THE ROLE OF THE 
A. F. OF L. BUREAUCRATS 


The experience of the workers in the first wave of strikes also 


led to growing realization of increasing sections ot workers that 
4 1 


the AL r. of L.. bureaucrats were allied with the employers and 
the governinent against them. The workers im imereasing case 


entered the strike struga@les over the head of the leaders, although 
in most cases the bureaucrats, sensing the danger that they will 


hecome isolated, pretend to lead the strikes of the workers for th 
a | 


purpose of assisting the bosses in defeating the workers. In in 
creasing’ cases it was only with the aid of Socialist musleaders 
(Milwaukee), the renetade groups (lovestonites among the need 


workers: Trotzkyites in Minneapolis), Musteites in Toledo and 
sham opposition (comunittee of ten in the sicel industry), ete 
were the top bureaucrats of the A. F. of L. able to maintain their 


influence over the workers. 


The leaders of the Socialist Party, who first supported the 
\. F. of L. bureaucrats, “no strike” policy, as the strikes de 
veloped openly allied themselves in cach instance with the A. 
vy. of L. leaders and supported their strike-breaking policics. 


This policy of the S. P. was again approved at the recent >. 1. 
convention controlled by the Thomas group of “militants”. 1 
conventjon rejected even the proposals for the mildest critict 
where the 


of the A. F. of L. bureaucrats. Only work of the 
Communists and genuine left wing elements in the A. F. of J 
unions was seriously undertaken and organized (San Francisco 
marine strike, recent painters strike, etc.) were the A. F. of L 
bureaucrais isolated The overwhelmme majority of the strikers 
in recent months were workers organized in the A. VF. of J. 
unjons, clearly showing that the A. F. of L. workers are more 
ind more accepting the policies of the Party and the revolutio- 
nary trade union imovement 

This development makes more urgent than ever the develop: 


unions and empha 
Partv convention 


undere stiimate oOo 


i 
ment of svstematized work in the A. F. of I 
f the decisions of t 
against all attempts to 
the A. I. of L. untons (Zack) 


z¢ the correctnes ot he 
to carry 


weaken t 


GROWING SOLIDARITY AND MOVEMENT FOR 
GENERAL STRIKES 


on struggle 
he work in 


\imone all the teatures of the recent strike which wer Al 
ready noted by the recent Party conventjon,, the growing ma 
solidarity of the workers ha een the ereatest develapment. 


This is, of course, clear from the fact that during this period 


, 


| 


| 


there took place the first genera/ strike since the Seattle General. 


Stiske of 1919 and the fact that this was by far the largest 
and most important general strike ever conducted by the workers 
of the United States. 


' 
thre 


This tendency was already expressed in Toledo, where 
maeses of the city caine to the assistance of the striking workers 
cond whete the overwhelming majority of the organized workers 
had voted ceneral sttike. ‘Thi same development was seen 


for a 
t 


in the Mav strike of the Minneapolis truckmen, in the Milwaukee 


carinen’s strike. etc. If these struggles did not, as in Frisco, lead 
te general strike, this was not because the workers were not 
ready. It was because the burcaucrats were still able to forestall 


developed to 2 


‘+ The Frisco General Strike’ was able to be 
j strike in the 


larce extent because of the movement for general 
ioiedo and Minneapolis strikes. 

These movements and actions of mass solidarity, taking the 
(ormi of mats support, protest actions, demonstrations and finally 
‘a the San Francisco general strike, were the development in the 


minds of the workers and given consciousness by the correct 
snalvais and slogans by the Party as to the next step in the 


iswering by the workers of the furious and violent suppressions 


of the strike struggles by the capitalist government. ; 
[he whole compl of circumstances that formed the back- 
und of the recert strike strugeles (N. KR. A., role ot the A. 
1 hireaucrats, terror, etc.) inevitably Iead the masses to th 
ealization that only through bringing up their own reserves can 


rights. 


they successfully battle for their demands and their 

f he ovement tara renecral strike was also the response ot the 
worker » the bringing of troop hooting down of the workers, 
the prolibition of pickeiimn: the right of assemblage, et The 


, . 
vor}ers began to understand that in these struggles conducted 
bv one group of workers the demands and the interests of the 


vhole class are involved. Thus, out of the beginning of ccenonie 
irugeles ardund deiiands conmnon io all workers (wages, hours, 
thie rith! to ofttanize) and acautst the iicreasing violence of the 
coyvermiuent: Oh the side of the emplovers grew inighty class bat 
vhich thouéh not ahwavs recognized bv all workers became 
transfermied inte a combination of political and econonuc struc: 
ls directed A_atiret the whole ‘ watt) mi capitalist exploitation 
nel suppression 


Some Lessons from the West Coast 
Marine Strike 


strike struggles from the 


iT, 


fo understand the development of the 


economic struggle to the mass class battles such as the Frisco 


- 


ili. 


WESTERN 


WORKER 


OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY, U.S.A., SEPTEMBER 5-6 


The Conference That Failed—Ryan and 


At the Hotel Whitcomb last June this gang cooked up 


Left to right: 
ternational Pres., 1.L.A.; John McLaughlin, 


General Strike, it is necessary to draw the lessons of the organi- 
zation and Jeadership of the West Coast marine strike, especially 
in the San Francisco port. 

\Jready in July, 1932, under the leadership and guidance of the 
Party, there began the formation of the nucleus of the great 
strucele in the San Francisco pert. Out of these first beginnings 
which took the form of the publication of a longshore bulletin 
there crew in the middle of 1933 a local of the I. L. A. in which 
che militant elements played a decisive role. Such a development 
did take place in other industries, but the second step was lack- 


ing. Here the workers organized with militant leadership, faced 
with the refusal of the 1. L. A. leadership to take up the fight 
for their interests, took the initiative and in February, 1934, or- 


canized a West Coast Conference of all J. L. A. locals at w hich 
a program of struggle was mapped out in which the werkers were 
forewarned against arbitration as a scheme to defeat them. 

this foresight and exposure of the N. R. A. that made 
later the defeat of the workers’ cnemies. Though the 
soverninent came to the assistance of the shipowners 
andl postpone the strike in April, because of the 
inilitant Jeadership of the I. LL. A. local in Frisco, the workers 
defeated the Ryan-Lewis attempt to defeat them through arbitra- 
tion and struck on May 9th, and by May 11th tied up every port 

the West Coast. 


It was 
possible 
iW 


was able to 


On) 


ROLE QF THE JOINT STRIKE COMMITTEE AND THE 
MARINE WORKERS INDUSTRIAL UNION 


The M. W. I. U. which because of the situation in the West 
Coast limited its organization among the unorganized seamen and 
which had already in the last years demonstrated its capacity to 


successtully lead the struggles of the employed and unemployed 
cearnen (Munson line, Boston coal boats, Baltimore unemployed 
strueeles. ete.), from the beginning raised among the seamen 
joint strike action with the longshoremen, thus deteatinge the old 
A. F. of L. policy which in 1921 and 1923 Ied to the defeat respect- 
ively of the strikes of the longshoremen and scainen by division 


in their ranks. 

This effort of the M. W. J. U. was successful from the begin- 
ning and ied to the tieing up of every ship on the West Coast 
and many ships in other ports, including foreign ships. The 1.5.U. 
officials (A. F. of L. seamen’s union) only on May 19th, when 
contronted with the mas of seamen, sanctioned the strike 
yr tire ss, a 


“1 
strike 


rHIS UNITY OF THE SEAMEN AND. LONGSHORE- 
MEN, INVOLVING ALL MARITIME UNIONS, WHICH 
TOOK THE FORM OF A’ PACT THAT NEITHER GROUP 
RETURN TO WORK WITHOUT THE OTHER, AND°THE 
BUILDING OF A JOINT STRIKE, COMMITTEE: OF . SEA- 
MEN, LONGSHOREMEN, ETC., WAS ONE OF THE MOST 
IMPORTANT ELEMENTS THAT MADE POSSIBLE THE 
1LONG BATTLE OF THE MARINE WORKERS AND FIAN- 
ALLY PREVENTED THE SHIPOWNERS FROM COM- 
PLETELY DEFEATING THE WORKERS OR SMASHING 
THEIR: ORGANIZATION; EVEN .AFPTER THE A. F. OF 1. 
UR 


REAUCRATS GENERAL STRIKE IN 


THE. BACK. 


This action of the M 


STABBED THE 


W. I. U. further demonstrated not only 

that the M. W. I. U. is a force among the seanien, but in gen 

eral the possibilities and the role that the T. U. U. L. unions can 

play in the development and leadership of the struggles of the 

workers through the application of the united front policy. The 
1 


defeat of the A. F. of L. bureaucrat’s policy to divide the strikers 
‘ : 


who were in the A. F. of L. unions trom those in other unions 
ind the unorganized, the ability of the strike comummiite under 
leadership of the leit wing to unite all strikers made possible 


ie solid strike for three months. 

Another important feature of the marine struggle was the ap- 
peal of the strikers to the teamsters and the response of the 
teamsters which already on May 14th resulted in a decision by 
the teamsters not to haul any scab-loaded cargo. <A further tea- 
ture of the correct leadership of the marine strike which made 


unpossible the division of the workers was the taking up in tin 
of the the demands of the Negro workers among the longshore 


men, who hitherto had been discriminated against both by the 
shipowners and the A. I. of Ll. bureaucrats. 

All these correct strike tactics could be carried through only 
because the strike of the marine workers was in the hands of the 
rank and file and their trusted leaders. This was made possible 
by the left wing clements placing the interests of the workers to 
the forezround, not capitulating before any legalistic illusions. 


\ithough the District Board of the J. L. A. clarmed the sole lead- 
ership of the strike, the workers elected their own rank and file 
strike committee and this strike committee began to organize the 
relief, that in practice the workers 


strike (picketing, etc. }.. $0 

looked to the rank and file strike committee as the organizer and 
leader ot the strike. The power to make agreements, however, 
ull remained in the hands of the bureaucrats. But after the at- 
tempts of Kyan to betray the strike, the strike committee was 
able to realize the slogan “all power to the rank and file strike 


committee, with the tull support of all the strikers. 


It was these correct policies on the basis of which the move 
ment was organized trom the beginning, how the strike was or- 


canized and led, that made possible the defeat of all attempis to 
break the strike. In this way the strikers defeated Ryan, Mc- 
Grady, the National Longshore Board, etc. That this was not 
possible in ‘Loledo and Minneapolis, for example, was of. course 
due to the fact that in these strikes the workers themselves had 
net aken over the leadershrp ot the strike and the strike remained 
in the hands of the A. tb. of L. bureaucrats and their allies 


(Muste, Trotzkyists, etc.). 


General Strike 


When the emplovers and the government, confronted with the 
olid front of the workers which they could not disintegrate from 
inside because the bosses’ agents, the A. F. of L. bureaticrats, 
were isolated, decided to break the deadlock through force and 
violence and issued the slogan “Open up the ports at al] costs,” 
which meant of course through force and violence, the Communist 


rie 


Party alread, sued the slogan of “General Strike.” When the 
open violence of the government and the bosses resulted in the 
killing of a number of strikers and the practical creation of mar- 
tial law. this slocan was recognized, not only by the striking 
marine workers, but by the MAJORITY OF ALL workers, as 
the slozan which corresponds to their understanding of the next 


step in the strike 


ECONOMIC STRUGGLES DEVELOP 
CLASS BATTLES 


INTO POLITICAL 


In the San Francisco General Strike (as in the other strikes 
dealt with) we have a classica] ckample of the Communist thesis 


Maurice Repheld, I.L.A. Executive Com.; Mike Casey, 


The Development of the San Francisco 


Rossi Meet To Betray S. F. Marine Strike 


an agreement, but the striking stevedores would have none Of it. 
president Teamsters’ Union; Mayor Rossi; Joe Ryan, In- 
president Teamsters’ Council; Wm. Lewis, District Pres, I.L.A., and john Finnegan. 


’ 

vle for even the smallest immediate demands for 
inevitably develops into general class battles. Beginning in a typi 
cal economic struggle over wages and working conditions of long- 
shoremen, there took place, step by step, a concentration of class 
forces in support of one and the other side which soon aligned 
practically the entire population into two losiile camps: capitalist 


class avainst the working cass, and all intermediate elements 
toward the support of one or the other. It becamne the well-de- 
fined class struggle, a test of strength between the two basic 


Was transformed into a 


he 
Ia ‘The workine class unm 


political, struggle of the first aunitude. 111! 
derstood that if it allowed the concentration of capitalist forces 
to defeat the marine workers, this meant a defeat for the entire 


class forces. economic strugele 


working class, general wage cutis, speed-up and worsening of con 
ditions, the smashing of ali unions; the capitalist class knew that 
if the marine workers should win their demands this 
launch a yveneral forward movement of the entire working class 
which would defeat the capitalist program for their way out of 
restoring profits by reducing 

It was the capitalist 


would 


the crisis, a program based upon 
the general standard of living of the masses. 
class which, in panic before the rising f class action of the 
workers, hysterically cried out that this strike, which they could 
have settled very quickly at any time by the simple expedient of 
granting the workers’ demands, was actually a revolutionary up- 
rising organized by the Communist Party to overthrow the whole 
capitalist system. Of course, this strike did not have revolution 
as its objective, but only the immediate demands of the workers. 
F the workers, however, raised before the employers 


of the 


4 ey 
thet 


challeng, 


The unity of 

of 
the side 
by 


potentiality of revo- 
experience was leading 
of the captialist 


1 PS 
working class 
of the 


wore 


pow 
workers 


erjaus 


the 
lution. 
them 


Specire 

(on 
step step to 
tor 
the 


the 


extending the struggle 
the state power as 
down 


class, teaching them the necessity ot 
with 


power, bringing them face to iac 
the force driving 


guardian of capitalist profits and 
workers’ standards: at the same time it was giving them a new 
understanding their own power, of their ability to shake the 
very basis of capitalist rule. In this sense, the strike was truly 
the greatest revolutionary event in American labor history. 

The A. P. of 'L. course, from the begin- 
ning opposed to the General Strike. William Green was already 
busy organizing ayvainst the General Strike (telegram to Seattle, 
: ; labor bureaucrats were carrying on 
vicious who advocated the general 

busy working against the development of a national 
weaken the West Coast strike. 


s ; 
ms 
strike, were 
inarine strike, did everything 
And if these leaders later “sanctioned” the General Strike, it was 
with the expressed purpose not only to escape the isolation, which 


ot 


bureaucrats were, of 


1 ’ 4 « 
while the San | a 


campaign ag 


etc.) 
ast a! 105¢ 


+ 
to 


they already suffered among the marine workers, among the rest 
of the workers, but also as Ryan stated not merely to break the 
also to oust the left wing leadership in the San 
to breaking the strike of the 
GEN- 
LEA D- 
STRING: 3 


general strike, but 
Francisco niarin¢ 
narine workers. 
ERAL STRIKE 
THE 


strike as a prelude 
BREAK THE 
THESE 
GENERAL 


EFRORIS TO 
YEVELOP WITH 
THE 


AO ss BD 
DID NOT 3 
COIR SES Ose 


IN 


ERS 


| was planned before the strike which they could not stop began. 

{ It was therefore not because the San Francisco labor bureau 

| crats were less reactionary than those of Toledo that the General 
Strike was developed. Nor was it due to any fundamental dit- 
ferences in the level of development of the workers. THE MAIN 
REASON. WAS THAT. THE UNITED AND . MILITANT 
STAND OF THE MARINE STRIKERS, MADE POSSIBLE 
BECAUSE OF . THE RANK AND (FIGE. LEADERSOI?, 
UNITED THE WHOLE WORKING CLASS OF SAN FRAN- 
CISCO BEHIND THEM AND INSPIRED THEM WITH 
THE SAME SPIRIT OF UNITY AND STRUGGLE THAT 
PERMEATED THE STRIKING MARINE WORKERS. THE 
A F. OF Lo BUREAUERATS WERE UNABLE-OPENLY TO 
DEFEAT THIS SPIRIT’ AMONGST THE WORKERS OF 

| SAN FRANCISCO. This. furnishes a, great lesson ta all Com- 
munists and militants in their work within the A. lk. of L. unions 

and among the masses generally. 

H 

IV. How the Historic General Strike Was 

| Broken 

{ 


was not defeated in the first place because 
forces of the employers were stronger than those ot 
was defeated because of the fact that the agents 
stood at the head of the General Strike. All 
immediately cried out that the General 
This was said not only by the 
of L. bur 
tried to 


Phe General Strike 
the open 
the workers. It 
of the enemy class 
enemmes of the workers 
Strike could not be victorious. 
emplovers and the government, but also by the A. F. 
reaucrats and the leaders the Socialist Party. They 
prove this on the basis of experiences in other countries. They 
wished through the defeat of the San Francisco General Strike 
to discredit the General Strike as a weapon of the class struggle. 
BUT IN THIS CASE THE WHOLE RECORD OF THE A. 
fr OF .L. BUREAUCRACY, AND. THEIR. OPEN “SIATS- 
MENTS DURING AND -AFTER. THE: STRIKE: EXPOSE 
THEM AS THE STRIKEBREAKERS. 

Without the aid of the A. F. of L. bureaucrats: the employers 
and the government could not breal strike. It is, of course, 


of 


k the 


How Typographical| SEPTEMBER ISSUE 
Officials “Helped”’| LUCHA OBRERA 
S. F. Marine Strike\OFF THE PRESS 


SAN FRANCISCO, Sept 
The A. I. of L. machine's fight 


agains t endorsing use of sympath- 


Siam Delayed two months by the 
terrorism that swept the state, 


finaneial difficulties 


etic and general strikes in the] @5 well as 

state convention is no new. thing largely resulting from this, 
a C, ae ; ‘ Sener: ea , i" 

In thre oan | Francisco General Lucha Obrera. C omimunist 

Strike the cxecutive committee of 


Party organ in Spanish, 1s 


Typographical Union No, 21 sabo- : 

\ ad ; ‘ H Rf. , #t Sad p at pa LEEK Re he 

taged by recommending such mis- ieewe ne the ol Re mi 

erably small donations as $50 to hc ember 1s ee an i € A 
. uM . ‘Te \ a ‘ QOTles } 

help the striker \fter stalling eel laine ip boi : 


Salinas strike and the attempt- 


this wav until the strike was prac : ; , . 
tht ed deportation ot Mexican and 


es 
Aa ei -enssnseesanrnnsengenvesnensiisdti 


tically over a referendum was car- : . : 

rie. Calling: for ot ee nant seit other .Spanish-speaking work 
sesstient. By the time this was} ©'S 27° amrens the maim teat 
collected, the watertrant workers ures in the issue, 

were back at work, so the money Bundle orders and subscrip- 


was returned to the members, and tions as well as correspond- 


a grand gesture had been made} ence for the next issue should 
by the officials without costing| be sent immediately to Lucha 
anything and without being of any Obrera, 37 Grove street, San 
tse. —No. 2. lrancisco. 
# 
“vimentin RS a is cc me 


gles In 


Thursday, September 27, 1934, . 


he U.S. 


nc 


true that without the aid of the government terror the A. F. of 
L. bureaucrats could not carry through their treacherous policies, 
BUT IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT WITHOUT THE TREACH- 
ERY OF THE A. F. OF L. BUREAUCRATS THE GOVERN- 
MENT AND THE EMPLOYERS COULD NOT HAVE CAR- 
RIED THROUGH THEIR FASCIST TERROR AGAINST 
THE WORKERS. 

The ‘Democratic Roosevelt government must be exposed as 
one of the organizers of the terror campaign carricd through 
jointly by the Republican Governor Merriam, Mayor Rossi, and 
the federal government. It was McGrady and the N. L. BR. that 
prepared the ground for the terror. It was the Labor Depart- 
ment headed by Madam Perkins, the Roosevelt liberal, that 
ganized the intimidation of the foreign born workers. And it was 
Roosevelt's N. R. A. head, Johnson, who openly proveked and 
called for the organization of violence against the strikers and the 
Communist Party. We must expose those liberal cir les who 
with the aim of maintaining the Roosevelt illusions ar-one the 
masses try to separate the responsibility of Governor Merriam, 
Mayor Rossi and the ruling cliques on the West Coast from that 
of the Roosevelt government. 


Sa 


The nain weakness of the General Strike from the beginning 
was that 1t was allowed to be headed by those A, F, 
who from the beginning opposed it. THIS WAS POSSIBLE 
BECAUSE THE PARTY'S WORK IN THE A. F. OF 1. 
UNIONS IN SAN FRANCISCO WAS STILL EXTREMELY 
WEAK, ESPECIALLY AMONG SUCH WORKERS AS THE 
TEAMSTERS AND THE PRINTERS, ELECTRICIANS, ETC. 
It was also due partly because there was not sufficient activity 
in the A. EF; ork. locals to expose the A. F. of L. leadership anil 
to call for the election to the General Stoke Committee of those 
workers who were in favor of the gwencral strike. 

Thus we see that the element which gave solidarity, unity and 
strength to the marine strike and which made possible the devel- 
opment of the General Strike, namely the rank and file leader- 
ship, was not achieved in the General Strike and thus inevitably 
doomed it to defeat unless the workers could quickly take th 


ot leaders 


* - ’ ™ ec 
leadership out of the hands of the bureaucrats in the course of 
the general strike. The bureaucrats succeeded in breaking the 
general strike before such a development became possible. The 


Party at the decisive moment when the bureaucrats stood isolated 
and the workers were rallying for the general strike, in the first 
necting at which the General Strike leadership was elected a 
struggle against the misleaders and saboteurs was not developed. 
It allowed them through this course to place themselves at the 
head of the General Strike and overcome thcir isolation by 


. . : my c1en 
ing support for the General Strike. 

How did the bureaucrats, proceed to break the ceneral strike? 
In the first day they sent back the nmiunicipal transportation work 
crs. hey refused to call out the decisive public utility workers 


They issued permits indiscriminately, thus etvine 
most powerlul weapons of the workers 
the workers’ defense organizations, 
force the workers’ decisions. The 
entered into an agreement tle last davs 


aWay the 
Vhey refused to organize 
to maintain diseipline and en- 
of the printers’ unions 
before the reneéral 


one otf 


leaders 


SU ike 


vith the employers and did not call out the printers. 
Thus while the workers press was suppressed by the fascist 
bands and the armed government forces, the bosses were able 


ef 4 5 : 
LHe strikers, creating con 
win the support of vacil 
4 
A 


lass strata of the popula- 


to every hour pour cut potson ayainst 
fuston as to the situation, were able to 
lating elements and amone the middl 
tion. The Hearst press especially played a vile and vicious role. 
It is clear that had the strike leadership been: in the hands of 
the workers it would have been possible by calling out the print- 


ers to stop the whole bosses’ press, through the workers press 
tell the workers the truth, and win allies for the strike among 
the other strata of the population. Food could have been. ra- 
tioned so that the strikers and their supporters would be assured 
that thev will not go hunyeryv. Transport would be controlled 
and regularized only for the purpose of strenethening the strike 
The workers defense would have prevented the terror against the 
workers and their organizations. Only under such conditions 


MINUNISts, 
to disorganize 


the prograin of the C 


cid all possible 


could victory be won. This was 
while the A. F, of LL. bureaucrats 
and defeat the General Strike. 
The bourgeoisie and its agents carried on a cainpaign that the 
general strike could not be victorious because it aimed at insur- 


rection and that a veneral strike for purely cconomic demands 
could not be victorious, 

The Party correctly stated that the tmmediate aims of. this 
strike were not to win power, but to win the wimediate economic 


demands of the workers as well as the withdrawal of the troops, 
the withdrawal of all decrces against the freedom of the strikers 
to picket, etc. but even among the Communists in the marine 
strike and in the general strike there was insutficirent clarity as to 
the demands of the general strike, and this helped in the weaken- 


ing of the general strike by the bureaucrats. The workers felt 
what they were fighting for in teneral; but this was not formu: 
lated concretely. it should have been made clear to, the strikers 


and to all masses that the general strike was called tor the pur- 
pose of protesting the shooting of the workers, and had for 
demands the withdrawal of all armed forces, and the prohibition 
of the rights of the strikers, picketing, meetings, the right of 
organization, etc., in order to enable the marine workers to win 
their demands, at the sanie time encouraging the workers in the 
Various industries to continue the strike for their own demands. 


1S 


The ruling class charged that the Communists in this strike 
were out to make a “revolution.” The Communist Party in the 
words of ‘Karl Marx “disdains to coriceal its: anns” and: néver 


hides from the workers and from the capitalists that it is fighting 
for the overthrow of capitalism. But the Communist Party 1s not 
an adventurist Party that thinks it can make a revolution with- 
out winning over for its revolutionary program the masses of 
the workers. 
The 

Lenin 
country 


the teaching of Marx, 
therc must be in the 
the capitalists. ‘This, 
And certainly such 
and the Communist 


itself on 
conditions 
overthrow of the rule of 
the Party openly teaches the masses 
conditions did not exist in San Francisco 
Party did not tell the workers that they “can take power” in the 
city ot San krancisco. ‘he Communists, however, are fully 
aware ol the facet that out of every struggle the workers can gain 
experience that will teach them the correctness of its revolution: 
ary polictes and tactics and win their confidence and support. 
this our Party also attempted to do in San Francisco, 

This great strugele, which was betrayed by the A. F. of L. 
bureaucrats did not, however, briug the results to the employers 
which they hoped for. ‘hey wished, through the deteat of this 
strike, to let loose the opew shop, not alone on the West Coast, 


Communist 
and Stalin 
for the 


Party bases 
to what 


ds 


ik ae 
LUO, 


but throughout the country. They wished to smash the unions 
of the marine workers. ‘Thev wished to initiate a new wage 
attack. They wished to isolate the radical leaders in the maritime 


In this they did not succeed, thanks to the correct policy 
strike 
deleat 


unions. 
ot organized retreat carried through by the marine workers’ 
committee which the Communists advocated in order to 
the aims of the employers. 

Thus, even this strike has brought not only great lessons to the 
workers throughout the country and the San Francisco workers, 
especially, but also resulted in some material gains for the work- 
ers and the solidification of their organization. The employers 
were compelled to deal with both the unions of the longshoremen 
and especially the seamen, which they had no intention to do 
BEFORE the general strike. The correct tactics of an organized 
retreat, basing itself on the fighting spirit of the marine workers, 
was thus able to maintain the unity of the workers, who forced 
consideration of their demands, taking back of all strikers with 
practically no discrimination, the maintenance and consolidation 
ot the marine unions under strong intluence of the left-wing 
forces, the growth of the authority of the militant marine work- 
crs’ leaders. 


The hope of the capitalists that with the breaking of the gen- 


eral strike they could arrest the growing strike movement 
throughout the country has also not been fulitlled. This is one 


of the basic reasons why Green and the A. F. of L. Council have 
anew declared their unholy war on the Communists, because they 
know that the Communists are organizing the workers to resist 
the sharpened attack now being undertaken by the capitalists and 
the Roosevelt government against the workers. 


The San Francisco general strike is now being followed by new 
mass strikes of the Mellon plants, aluminum workers, the knit 
goods workers, the re-strike in Minneapolis, because the workers 
became aware of the betraval by the leaders of the strike among 
whom are the Trotzkyists, the strike of the N. Y. painters, where, 
for the first time the Zausner machine: is being challenged by 
the rank and file, becinnings of strikes in the stockyards, the con- 
tinuation of the strike of the metal miners, smeltermen and 
mechanics in Butte, Anaconda and Great Falls, ete. 


The best proof that the San Francisco General Strike is not 
the end but the beginning of a widespread strike wave as fore- 
cast by the Party is already proven by the General Strike of alf 
textile workers, embracing approximately a million workers—the 
largest strike in an industry in the history of the country, With- 
out doubt it will be followed by gigantic strikes of steel, auto, 


and other werkers. | oe | 
(TO, Bh: CONCLUDED.) 
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By MICHAEL QUIN 


We have here a 
NEW YORK TIMES BOOK 
REVIEW. ‘This twenty-page tab- 
loid is representative of the “reg- 
ular” channels of literary informa- 
tion. Vhe amount of space given 
to the review of a book is regu- 
lated by the amount of space a 
publisher buys in advertising. 
Whether not this affects 
the tone of the review, reader 
can judge f himself, 
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Auto Workers Back Anti-War Fight 


DETROIT, Sept. 17—Among the 167 delegates to the city 
convention of the American League Against War “and Fascism were 
official represent atives from the important Auto Workers’ Union and 
the Mechanics’ Educational Society. Among the speakers, which in- 
cluded an auto-worker who had just returned from the Women’s 
Congress Against War, was a young National Guardsman. 


Arkansas A. F. of L. Backs HR 7598 


PINE BLUFF, Ark., Sept. 17—The Arkansas State Federation 
of Labot, in its recent State convention, became the sixth State 
Federation to endorse the Workers’ Unemployment and Social In- 
surance Bill (HR 7598) and to demand its passage by congress. The 
Federation recommended that all affiliated locals endorse the bill and 
notify their congressmen, and instructed A. F. of L. officials to 
introduce a similar bill into the State legislature pending adoption 
by congress of the Workers’ Bill. All these resolutions were pushed 
through convention by the rank-and-file controlled locals of the 
United Mine Workers, who have just conducted a successful struggle 
against the reactionary Lewis burocracy. 


example, is to be found among 
children. Instinciively group Aoi taoe 
minded, they unite in a mass re Dayton Supervisors Back HR7598 
volt SSRs all “regular” channels DAYTON, Ohio, Sept. 17.—After a prolonged struggle, with 
ot advice. The bitter experience | consistent committees and delegations visiting them, the county com- 
eae jr agent long, tiresome volume] missioners of Montgomery county, individually and collectively have 
which, in the end, was merely] endorsed the Workers’ Unemployment and Social Insurance Baill. 
Baath she put some ee ee ee 
mora esson over on them, has e,° 
eae ea ks av ick cals. thee. “a Munitions Makers Sweat Workers 
the level, straight from the shoul WASHINGTON, D. C., Sept. 17—Evidence introduced in the 
der” advice of guys of their own] senate arms investigation today showed that, while arms manufactur- 
kind. Wibrary lists and the rec-]ing companies make tremendous peace-time profits and receive enorm- 
ommendations of school teachers}ous subsidies from the United States government, at the same time 
are useful only in warning them]|they pay to their workers starvation wages. Evidence that, during 
agaist what not to read. boom times, 40 cents an hour was the average rate of pay for work- 
if ers in war industries, was as introduced into today’s testimony. 
Go into the children’s section 
of any public library, take a book 
off the shelves and read in the TEXTILE STRIKE St t [J | d 
back. You will see scribbled in A AL ad e nemp oye 
pencil: “This book is lousy,” or BETR  ¢ 
“This\- book is’ the nuts; or “This ee " 
book is a darb.” No long-winded (Continued from Page 1.) Convention Calle 
rigamarole about art or style. =e ee AW 
Simple, on the level “tips” scrib- ee until their jobs were h 
a oat Cf f ; Stored, 
rome Ac ake = Wo rker were attacked by police Fresno, Oct. I . 
pads in Philadelphia when they sought ae 
Bouks thus: desir nated we eoneaee eee ee _ SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. ¢ 
peachy” or “keen” are usually] %* Open Under Nat. Guard. 'o organize a plan Si action ror 
books filled with brisk, vigorous Some employers are preparing real unemployment relict and a 
excitement. Life is thing worth|+4 onen their mills under the campaign to carry it through, - 
looking’ forward to on their pages.| continued protection of the Na State Convention of. Unemployed 
Patient wage slavery and loyalty}tional Gu « . i eriks auc cites is being called for Sunday, Octo 
to the boss are crowded out by fof mal Guard, have “eathas ee ra ber 14th, in Fresno by the Pro- 
events « heroic macnitude [t' 1S § Shannon Georcia bs ae “ visional State Committee, with 
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Foreign News Briefs 


14 Striking Greek Seamen Jailed 


BUENOS AIRES, Argentine, Sept. 22—Fourteen seamen on the 
Greek steamer Aliki were thrown into dungeons on their arrival here 
because of a strike which they initiated in protest against cutting 
down their wagés during the course of their voyage. 


‘Free Mooney’ Demand Anzac R.R. Workers 


SYDNEY, New South Wales, Australia, Sept. 22—News travels 
slowly to Innisfail, Queensland, isolated in the jungles of Northern 


railroad workers there learned of ‘Tom 
the local of the Australian Railways Union 
to the International 
Australian Railways 
imprisonment of 


Australia, but when tlre 
Mooney’s mother’s death, 
het ih ood dispatched the following message 
Labor Defense: ‘The Innisfail sub-branch of the 
Union emphatically protests against the continued 
Tom Mooney, who has been proved innocent of all charges made 
against him. We urge his release without delay.” 


Bulgaria Deports Workers’ Defender 


PARIS, Sept Hajie, the 
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DIWERS 


MOSCOW, Sept. 16—Vast increase in the number of workers 
employed in the Soviet Union and the increasing number of interests 
which the trade unions have to serve for these workers were the 
reasons for the reorganization of the trade unions of the U.S.S.R. 
into smaller units. Pointing out that whereas in capitalist countries, 
organization of workers into huge ‘adustrial unions, in order to suc 
cessfully combat the huge combinations of finance capital, is neces- 
sary, Pravda today declared that, under a workers’ and farmers’ gov- 
ernment, where the trade unions no longer have to struggle against 
exploitation, different forms of organization become necessary. The 
changes which have been made are in the direction of making the 
unions more flexible and more able to take care of the cultural 
development of their’ members, and to the administration of the 
iwork organs, social insurance funds, labor inspection, ete. on the 
basis of their individual factories and industries. Seventy-eight per 
cent of all workers in the Soviet Union belong to trade unions al 
ready, with the proportion constantly increasing. 
wel Dut isse ostrum 
utch Queen Hissed Off R 
Vac c antyt ee ee THE HAGUE, Sept. 21.—Queen Wilhelmina was hissed off the 
rostrum today when she appeared to open the new session of the 
-| Salinas Camp Attack) FIGHT EPIC Dutch parliament. The demonstration came partly because of the 
| action of the Dutch ministers to the League of Nations in yoree 
against the entrance of the U.S.S.R. to the League, and partly be 
eee head aon eae? i (Continued from Page 1.) cause of mass indignation over shooting of working class demon 
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Attention! San Fran- 
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ed for out-of-town delegates to the 
A? FF, of 1 Rank: and File | Gans 
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from the strike area \dmission 
free. Auspices the Filipino 


Workers’ 
WANTED—A large heating coal 


League 


stove for Marine Workers’ In: 
dustrial Union Hall; will) pay 
small sum if in fair condition, 
Notify Secretary, M. W. I -U, 
_ Hall, 65 Jackson St, >. I, 
ENTI NTER’ rAINME NT & DANCE 
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Editorial Column 


Pasadena... And The Waterfront Fight 


_ The 35th Annual Convention of the California Federation oi 
Labor has just finished at Pasadena and the machine, proud of 
its steam-rolling, is now preparing to take its part in the two 
weeks of A. F, L. National Convention in San Francisco a 
week from now. 

From the point of view of the firm of Scharrenberg, Vande- 
leur, O'Connell & Co., Labor Skates, the Pasadena show was a 
success. Few resolutions with any militancy were allowed to 
reach the floor and those that did were rolled over without the 
fat boys being jarred from their seats. The resentment of the 
rank and file was successfully diverted with mild reproofs of 
Merriam, and a proposed investigation of American Legion con- 
spiracy against organized labor which need not be reported on 
for a year. The 


ol 


resolution favoring the general strikes and 
sympathetic strikes, and industrial unionism to combat the or- 
ganized capitalist class were, for the moment, defeated, »~ 

But precisely when militant rank-and-file movements seem to 
be crushed is the time to watch out for them. Such “victories” 
as Pasadena only increase the opposition to the machine, for no 
matter how slickly or how openly they are put over, in the very 
fact that the A. F. of L. rank and file see how they are hog- 
tied, become more discontented and demand a change. 

But even more important than that fact is the struggle that 
was going on in San Francisco at exactly the time when the 
fakers seemed to be riding highest. While they were railrording 
through the defeat of the resolution brought in by the L.L.A. 
delegates for general and sympathetic strikes, on the watertront 
in San Francisco the longshoremen were fighting. Demanding 
that the scab crew on the Dollar liner President Taft be fired, 
300 stevedores walked off Dollar pier 44 docks, and the water- 
front resembled for a time the days of the recent strike as a 
group of: militants from pier 26 led a crowd of near 3,000 gath- 
ered to help them win. This was directly against the recent order 
by Lewis, then president, to the men to be quiet and do nothing 
on the docks to see that the demands they had fought 82 days 
for should be kept, lest such action embarrass the shipowners! 
But the men had just shown their contempt for the machine by 
electing a new set of officers, a rank and file slate of militants 
who had proven their honest leadership during the strike, and 
they resumed the fight as they have on several occasions since 
the General Strike was betrayed. 

In this strike the teamsters took a militant part, the rank 
and file again showing their solidarity with the waterfront 
workers. And when Mike Casey, who helped betray the General 
Strike, heard of it and rushed down to try to stop them, they 
chased him away, threatening him with bricks. 

Neither the betrayals such as the textile strike, the maritime 
strike, nor the steam-rolling of A. F. of L. conventions can stop 
the growing rank-and-file movement. 

All unions are urged to send delegates to the Rank and File 
Conference in San Francisco October 1 and 2 at Carpenters’ Hall, 
112 Valencia street, and hear the program of how they can_fur- 
ther their struggle against the present bureaucracy which ham- 
strings their tights. 

In addition. all A. F. of L. Federal locals and City Central 
Councils should see that their delegates to the A. F. of L. con- 
vention go instructed to fight for the resolutions steam-rollered 
to defeat at Pasadena—for sympathetic and general strikes as a 
weapon in the class struggle, for industrial unionism, and for 
Federal Unemployment and Social Insurance—HR 7598. 
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Hearst Renews Deportation Attacks 


Using as excuse the arrest of Bruno Hauptmann, accused of 
having been the kidnapper of the Lindbergh baby, the Hearst 
sheets are launching into a new attack against the Communist 
Party and particularly against foreign-born workers. Thinking 
the intense feeling against the brutal murderer in this infamous 
case can be utilized for their own ends, they are making it the 
peg on which to hang a new campaign for deportations of aliens 
as “undesirables,” and a resumption of the campaign for finger- 
printing and registration of all workers. 

¢t 


During the maritime strike the San Francisco papers led by 
the “Examiner” were particularly vicious in attacking the strike 
leader Harry Bridges, constantly referring to him as an “alien 


firebrand,” in an effort to swing support away from the strikers, 
while lauding the South-of-Market boy, Michael Casey, who has 
betrayed the workers time and again. The attack on the workers’ 
hails and organizations during the last half of July was _ char- 
acterized by a loud wail for deportation of “undesirable aliens” 
—undesirable because they were fighting a winning fight against 
the shipowners and their victory would inspire workers of other 
industries to strike for their own demands. 

The utter falsity of their campaign was seen in the 
of the hundreds arrested in San Francisco, only twelve could be 
held for deportation as aliens, and none of them were “undesir- 
able’ except insofar as they fought for better conditions as 
workers. 

The present campaign is merely a continuation of this, and 
equally groundless, but no trick is too low for these servants 
of the bosses to use. 

The real undesirables in this and every other capitalist coun- 
try are those exploiters of labor, and their agents, the misleaders 
in the A. F. of L. and the capitalist press who back any fight, 
with anv means, however foul, so long as it is in the interests 
of their bosses and against the working class. These are the real 
criminals, not the so-called aliens but the big robbers and their 
lieutenants who rule everv capitalist country, who are responsible 
for the crime of which the Lindbergh kidnapping and murder is 
but one example, who daily starve to death hundreds of children 
in this country alone. 

The answer of the working class to this renewed attack must 
be an increased fight. Support the campaign of the Committee 
For the Protection of Foreign Born workers. Send delegates to 
their mass conference, Friday, September 28. 
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Two Blows In The Fight Against War 


The Japanese navy holding its naval maneuvers attacks a 
theoretical “Manila.” The United States navy announces her 
next war games will be in the North Pacific, south of the Aleu- 
tian Islands and near Japan. Hitler arms to the teeth with a 
huge fleet of war planes being shipped into Germany. Japan 
carries on a series of almost unbelievable provocations against 
the U. S. S. R. 

While these are occurring, two events of far reaching im- 
portance happened this month making for world peace. The 
U. S. S. R., by a vote of 46 to 3, entered the League of Nations 
where her strength can be thrown toward keeping down the 
danger of attack and forcing a series of non-aggression pacts 
which, while in no way guarantees, are at least hobbles to war- 
seeking interests. ’ 

The vote of acceptance, of course, is no aim for peace on 
the part of the capitalist countries, as unquestionably Britain’s 
vote was due to a large extent by desire to bring pressure against 
Japan for cutting in on “Britain’s territory” in China, and, equally, 
France’s vote was in hope of bringing pressure on Germany— 
but it is precisely these antagonisms which the U.S.S.R. can 
utilize. the one against the other, toward hindering immediate war. 

The other, in the United States, is the Second National Con- 
gress Against War and Fascism, held in Chicago the end of this 
week. Following on the great International Women's Congress 
in Paris recently, where more than 1,000 women from some 40 
countries came and pledged a militant fight against war and 
fascism, this Congress is one of the many called to put the pro- 


gram into action. 


Unlike the days of 1914 when _ the Socialist International 
under a guise of patriotism backed the war, this movement 
means to fight against war betore it Is declared. The great 


of the world were ready to oppose 
the war but were given no clear program, will not be repeated 
if the militant working class can prevent it. And this Congress, 
duplicated in many other countries, indicates that the struggle 
will prevent it. Twice as many delegates and organized workers 
are expected as at the first congress a year ago, when 2,616 
were present. 

No need to tell the working class that they are the ones 
that fight the wars. Thev know whose class paid the 11,000,000 
lives that bought the profits of the last war. They know today 
which class continues to pay, that the capitalist may not even 
give decent care to the “heroes of 1917.” } 

The example of poisoning in the Sawtelle veterans home, re- 
ported on the front page of this issue, is no isolated horror but 
typical of a whole program. Of 2,000 inmates, some 750 were 
poisoned. There were only 2.000 because already 6.000 others 
had been cut off by the Economy Act of a grateful Wall Street 
which preferred they should starve than accept the “charity 
of being taken care of or naid compensation. 

These delegates now flocking from every corner of the coun- 
try to work out the militant program against war and fascism 
will soon be returning to organize the carrying of that program 
i effect. ‘ 
OT tat all organizations, all workers, all honest liberals and in- 
tellectuals, join in that fight, and “Down Imperialist War and 


Fascism!” 
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inclair - Will His EPIC Plan 


ISSUED BY DISTRICT 13, COMMUNIST PARTY, U.S. A. 
PAR Eo Tt 


ONLY COMMUNISTS PRACTICAL 


We Communists do not have to picture to you something 
which we imagine as being what we want to establish. The 
whole world now has a splendid example, in the Soviet Union, 
of how the new order, in which the workers and farmers will 
rule, is being built. The only diiference between Russia and the 
United States is that, there, they started with a very backward 
country, with everything leit ruined as a result of the war and 
intervention of foreign imperialist armies. "We, in the United 


States, could start with the most advanced economy and the best 


ained workers in the world. 


That is, just as soon as we become intelligent enough and 
well organized enough to TAKE over all the large establish- 
ments, and manage them through a workers’ and farmers gov- 


1 
A 
| mh) acy ah ees cl 
he U. S. were built by the sweat 


ernment. The rich industries in t 

of many generations of toilers. In taking them over we would 
only be getting what belongs to us, away from the parasites 
who seldom even visit the factories they own. 

In the cighteen vears that the Soviet workers have been in 
pow ¢ th have built up the most modern economy, second 
only to the U. S.. With us going backward and they going for- 
vard they will soon overtake the U. S. Production is now more 

“@ tl ar level. Agriculture is predominantly 
I! a, the most modern farming the world 
has eve et Soviet Union was able to beat. the 
drought through organized precautions, and as a consequence 
} a record crop. The cultural and material standards of the 
es have advanced bevond the imaginations of the most op 
1 hataliiiay Ui unemploymen The people have security, 
Sees mesg | | gi social insuranee. Their standards would be 
till better, but t! Lad to sacrifice a great deal in order to 
build up. the vn resources Chey received no credit or signif 
CAT 1 ! utside powt And remember, these are 
} only > vears. The Russian workers fol- 
wed the revolutionary way out of the crisis. They were not 
t n in by such swindle jas ERIC o schemes for “buying” 
capitalisin out of existence. 
THE REVOLUTIONARY WAY IN AMERICA 

Even Sinclair can’t ignore the fact that in the Soviet Union 
they have set up a system of production for use. Dut he says 
they solved it in their own wat in his campaign, he ballyhoos 

t having an “American” wa accomplishing this, and he 

is us his patent medicine 

Che Communists tell the workers quite frankly that we can- 

even begin to build a new order until we set _up a revolu- 

onary workers’ government in the United States. It is the only 

step that would be in accord with the best revolutionary tradi- 
ons handed down to us by those who. founded this republic. 
Foday oniv’ the Comitnist Party. carries forward the revolir 
tionary traditions of 1776 and the Civil War, as they apply to 
he fieht against the present-day despx and exploiters. 

fhe revolution which freed the American people from the 
133 h crown, wa lorious examp! The Civil War, which 
fread the Necro slaves and overthrow the domination (of the 
Southern slave-owners was another step towards accomplishing 
what the signe f the Declaration of Independence had in mind. 
Put] { ountry today. It is in the grip of a handful of 
banker I ( rvine the population, taking the homes 
rom tf \ anagzed to have one, forcing millions into de- 
enerat prostitut _ child labor, disease, and the most dire 
destitt The only solution for the present crisis 1s war. 
(ertain the iob of freeine the American masses isn’t finished. 
If those who fought and sacrificed to build a free United States 
are example { od Americans, then the Communists are the 
onl \ i Sinclair's Democratic Party, the 
Republican. and the Socialist Party which holds the workers from 
fights he 1 snovement of today. 

The Declaration of Independence, which proclaimed the right 
of the tn of people to rise in revolt against abuse of their 

‘cht to life. libertv, and the pursuit of happiness” is being fol- 
wed |} the Communists The Communists do not propose a 
revolution. supported by only a minority. of the working class. 
This we consider to be a fatal mistake. | The Communists aim to 
first win thr i of the workers, and also get the support 
of the d impoverished middle class. 
WHAT MUST WE DO? 

A revolutionary workers’ government in the United States 
would inanediately open the warehouses and distribute all the 
surplus ; food and clothing to the working people. 

All empty houses would be immediately taken over. Those 
now living in slums would move into the_ best of these empty 
houses. All factories would be put into full operation to pro 
duce, for the first time, for the needs of the people and not for 
profit. Everyone would have a job. The more we produce the 


more all would have. 

All claims ownership to means of production, natural re- 
sources, railroads, mines, ships, together with stocks and bonds, 
will be good only for a bonfire. All the wealth shall become the 
property of the mass of the people Personal property will not 
be abolished. Small savings accounts will not be touched. On 
the contrary, these will increase. The welfare of the people will 
advance by leaps and bounds. 

No one will worry, or feel insecure. The government will 
provide insurance against unemployment, old age, sickness, (lis- 
ability, and such. In place of the cut-throat competition which is 
the rule under capitalism, a new competition and incentive will 
arise. The contest will be on who can accomplish more for the 
benefit of society, or who can make the best scientific or cultural 
contributions. 

We could have this in the United States, and with all the 
riches only waiting to be taken, we could accomplish more than 
the Soviet Union in less than 18 years. 

California could be the garden spot of the world. Today its 
finest spots are a playground for the rich. The workers could 
for the first time benefit from its rich soil, wonderful climate, 
and enormous wealth. 

Tust imagine 


of 


the workers of the Tagus Ranch, or on_ the 
California Packing Company properties, taking them over. They 
would clear ‘away the dirtv little shacks they now live in, and 
replace them with fine modern homes, with baths, electrical con- 
veniences, gardens. They would build playgrounds, and kinder- 
gartens for the children, nurseries for their babies, reading and 
club rooms, and anything else they may desire to make a happy 
life. Thev wouldn’t work from dawn until nightfall to make 
two dollars. They wouldn't have to. They would only have to 
work for themselves then. 

However, you'll never get to first base if you try to buy out 
our bosses, as Sinclair advises. To end poverty in California, we 
must build Socialism. To build Socialism, we must first over- 
throw the present profit system and establish a workers’ and 


farmers’ government. 


COMMUNISTS FIGHT FOR “SOMETHING NOW” 
But the Communist Party’s program does not limit itself to 
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for Defense of Workers’ 


Rights, consisting of 


terested workers. 


Albert Hougardy, one of 


‘nal syndicalism in 


same: we might need them.” 
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This is the last of a series of three articles exposing the 
demagogic promises and fantastic plans of Upton Sinclair. All 
three articles bound in a pamphlet entitled “Sinclair—Will His 
EPIC Plan Work?” can be obtained in any quantities from 
your local Workers’ Bookshop or by addressing 37 Grove street, 
San Francisco. This booklet is an important tool in the Com- 
munist Party election campaign. Use it as a means ot inform- 
ing your fellow workers exactly what the Sinclair program 
means to the working class. Price 1 cent. 


this aim. It also provides for the immediate needs of the work- 
ers. Our Party’s slogan is that “No Need of the Workers Is 
Too Small to Fight For.” . In fact, it is because of the continual 
fight which our Party leads that many workers won wage in- 
creases, that the relief standard was raised, foreclosures and evic- 
tions were stopped, and other concessions won, Often workers 
are given concessions by the government or bosses, for fear that 
Communists will take a lead and force them anyhow. 

You don’t have to be told that Communists fight for all we 
can win right now. You don’t hear of a struggle in which Corn- 
munists aren’t involved, either as leaders or active participants. 

But did vou ever hear of Sinclair leading a strike, a family 
to the charities, or a protest demonstration against terror? 

If you will read our platform you will immediately recognize 
the very things that you know will answer your needs. Among 
the planks are: ‘ 

A minimum universal pay increase of 20% to meet the ris- 
ing cost of living. 

A six-hour day and a five-day week. 

No taxes on homes valued at $3,000 or less. That taxes 
be graduated sharply upwards on _ properties above that 
value. 

Abolition of sales tax. : 

Union wages on all public works projects, 
rights for Oriental and Negro workers. 

Abolish taxes on incomes below $3,000. j 

Exempt taxes on all farmers whose income 1s below the 
average union wage scale in the county. ; 

Unemployment and Social Insurance, as provided for in 
Bill HR 7598, now pending before Congress. 

Cash relief at $10 per week to each unemployed and $3 
for each dependent, pending enactment of insurance. 

Release of Mooney, Billings, McNamara, and all class 
war prisoners. Repeal of the Criminal Syndicalism law, anti 
picketing law, vagrancy law, and such other anti-labor legis- 
lation. 

Stopping of all export of munitions to the Far East and 
that all war funds go to the unemployed. 


WE FIGHT EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR 


and equal 


These are only a few cf the immediate issues that Com- 
munists fight for. And we fight for them every day in the year. 
The election gives us an opportunity to bring them before the 
sreatest mass of workers and farmers. We say to the voters ot 
California, “Do not take the promises of any candidates. Judge 
them and their Parties by their deeds. The Communists you 
know are on the firing line every day. We face the worst terror 
in the fight to win a decent living standard for the masses. You 
can therefore rest assured that every Communist elected to pub- 
lic office will carry on the same fight to obtain the most that is 
possible in the interest of the toiling masses, 

We say to the longshoremen, seamen, agricultural workers, 
and all others who have experienced Communist leadership: “You 
had confidence in active Communists in strikes. Why not cive 
this same confidence to these active (Communists when they are 
nominated for political office?” 

You will not vote for Merriam, because you have had ex 
perience with this strike-breaker. But what experience have you 
had with Sinclair? Did he help you to win the striker Why 
didn’t he at least protest the sending of National Guards into 
strike regions? The answer is very simple. Sinclair stands for 
the “New Deal.’ The “New Deal’ stands for shooting of 
strikers, martial law when you fight for a living wage, arbitration 
to fool the workers, and putting this through with the co-opera- 
tion of such labor misleaders as Ryan, Vanderleur, and Green, 
Woll, Casey, Berry & Co. 


BOTH ENEMIES OF WORKERS 


The worst mistake you could make is to vote for Sinclair 
because he is “not as bad” as Merriam, or “has a chance.” Both 
Sinclair and Merriam represent Fascism and_ hunger. Sinclair 
dangles his EPIC in front of you for an “orderly, peaceful way 
out,” and in this way he blindfolds you and ties your hands. In 
the meantime, while you are dreaming sweetly, those who back 
Merriam gather all the lowest and most reactionary elements, and 
organize them into all kinds of “shirts,” vigilantes, strike-break- 
ing agencies, cte. 

If you elect Sinclair, you will only show the capitalist rulers 
that you are willing to be hoodwinked, and_ they will go right 
on hoodwinking and skinning you, as never before. 

The labor movement in California faces a serious danger— 
the Sinclair illusion. There are even cases of progressive union- 
ists who have joined union groups to support Sinclair. Those 
who are fighting for rank and file control in unions, against the 
labor bureaucrats and for a militant policy, should ask Sinclair: 
how. he stands on the closed shop, on the labor fakers, use of 
militia in strikes, etc. You'll find these questions will embarrass 
him very much. He has thus far carefully avoided committing 
himself on a single one ot these. 


THE DANGER TO YOUR UNION 


_ The danger which threatens the unions is that the attention 
of the workers is drawn away from the duties of their unions as 
a weapon to fight for their economic needs. Sinclair's imaginary 
promise is substituted. Local union officials are taking to cam- 
paigning for Sinclair. Many are saying that it is useless to strike 
or build unions, and stake everything on Sinclair. The. militant 
elements in the unions should not permit their organization to 
become a tail to the Democratic Party. The union must be 
maintained as a fighting organ; as, irrespective of who gets 
elected, the workers will have to depend upon the union to win 
anything. If you don’t let Sinclair politics, or reactionary offi- 
cials, paralyze your union, it will prove a most effective defense 
against Fascism. 

Workers, unemployed, impoverished people of California— 
your only Party is the Communist Party. You will. find your 
interest expressed only in its platform. It’s the Party which does 
not come to you merely with election promises, but is in your 
fight every day of the year. It is exactly for this reason that 
your enemies attack the Communist Party so viciously. They 
know it is your Party, although you may not know it yet. If 
the Communist Party rolls up a big vote, it will be a mass 
expression for the things you and your family want and need. 

Your Party is on the ballot in California for the first time, 
although they tried to take it off. You have the first opportunity 
to vote for it and make your vote count. So stop chasing rain- 
bows! Stop falling for your master’s tricks, and vote Com- 


munist! 
(THE END.) 


Stephens, Hougardy 


SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 20— 
sect 
Conference 
Civil 
delegates 
from many organizations and in- 


the 
sighteen facing charges of crim: 
Sacramento, 
vho is now out on $4,000 cash 
Sail, and Augustus Stephens, Oak 
‘and Nevro worker facing charges 
xf assault for defending the Work- 


rs’ Center from vigilantes and 
solice during the raids on July 
17th, also out on bail, were the 
principal speakers. Workers gave 
enthusiastic response to the re 
ports and another meeting is to 
Se called in the immediate future. 

Hougardy quoted Judge Car 
raghar as saying: “Strikes and 
boycotts are legal, but let them 
stand in the complaint just the 
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TWO SHIPWRECKS... 


TWO LESSONS 


““Chelyuskin” 
(SOVIET RUSSIA) 


(UNITED STATES) 


“Morro Castle” 


Here are the ¢rim, stark facts When the Chelyuskin, bound 
of the Morro Castle disaster: for arctic exploration, sank in the 
To save the Ward Line a fewlarctic ice wastes, the Soviet Un- 
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Every facility of the country of 
Socialism was put at the service 
le Such 
heroic feats as were accomplished 
the entire 


Mt 
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captain, to follow Phe entire radio systern of the 
company instructions to save saly-] Workers’ fatherland buzzed with 
age costs. the message: “All hands, all facil 


ot Vv et 
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Whatever was needed, regard- 


adequate, and the hose broke at] less of cost, regardless of human 
he couplers. ‘ _ | effort, was made available for 
4. The life-boats did not contain] the rescue 
flares legally required to light up 
he dark waters. Soviet aviators even came. to 
5. The commanding officers at} the United States to facilitate the 
he bridge took no steps to organ-]| Tescue, 
ze the life-boat crews, issued no n 
orders to man the life-boats. Out of 104 human lives, 103 
6. There was no communication] Were saved, the one dying from 
taloen ‘the --otiners on there” accident when the ship crashed 
dridge and the engine room. beneath the ice, 
Pan dy gig pskeroe o7, eo When the Vaseist General No- 
, bats Melani € prod’ bile crashed in his dirigible near 
ably to dry wood, was ‘not off ihe North Pole: the Soviet 72 
cially reported until September 5.1 yyobilize , it ke = lu bl ogc 
“oo. ‘ I Gul 1tS Dest Lorces tO rescue 
mia neport deliberately. predated iyi. iad eeceued: hin! 
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_§ The locker from which the The red aviator Babushkin 
fire is charged to have ranght ind pbc his hfe over the = arctic 
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erew, but only to the leading of- 
ficers, rescued first! 


THERE IS A REASON—~— 


to who shall be 


vere fighting with one another as 


——why the California bosses are afraid of these books and pamph- 


lets. They don't waat you to read them 


Freedom of speech, freedom of press and freedom of political 


belief are the constitutional rights of all workers. And yet, in 


the 


vicious criminal syndicalismn trials in Sacramento where California 


employers are trying to railroad eighteen workers to pmson 


for 


exercising these rights, thirty-two pieces of literature will be brought 


into court by District Attorney Neil McAllister as evidence for the 
prosecution, 

rhese thirty-two books and pamphlets are listed below. Every 
one of them can be obtained from the Workers’ Book Shop, 37 


Grove street, San Francisco, or 230 S. Spring street in los 


Angeles, 


Any one or all of them are openly displayed and can be shipped. to 


vou through the UW. S. mails, 
1. The Program of the Communist International. 
2. Why Communism? By M. J. Olgin. 5 cents. 


10 cents 


ae The 13th Plenum, Thesis and decisions of the 13th plenum of the 
Executive Committee of the Communist International, including 
the Drait Resolution of the Eighth Convention of the Commun- 


ist Party, U. S. A. 5 


COR 


tae) a he 7 
4 The Way Out; A Program For American Labor. 10 cents. 
5. The Trade Union Unity League Today. [Py Nathaniel Honig. 
cents, ; 


. The Trade Unions Since the N.R.A. I}yv Nathanicl Honig. 


Cents. 


% 
a 


y 
*e 


. An Open Letter to All Members of the Communist Party. 1 cent. 


Bh aip engcgeeey Struggle Against War vs. Pacifism. 
sitteiman. 

. The Communist (magazine), May Day edition, 1934.. 20 cents. 
Karl 


6 
7 
4 The Program of the Communist International. 1() cents. 
By 
0 
1 


Manifesto of the Communist Party. 
rich’ Engels. 10 cents. 


bv 


A. 


Marx and Tried- 


12. The Communist International, Volume X, No. 23, December Ist, 
1933 (magazine)... 10 cents. 
13. The World Congress Against War. 


. The Communist Parties in the Fight for the Masses. 
nitsky. 15 cents. 

. Problems of Strike Strategy. 

. The Red Army. By A. Alfred. 3 


cents, 


By Piat- 


From the February Revolution to the October Revolution 1917, 


By A. F. Hyin-Genevsky. 

18. The Soviet Union, Your Questions Answered. ly Margaret Cowl. 

19. (This iten: was a leaflet.) 

20. A copy of the Foresters’ Voice, 2 mimeograph C.C.C, paper, now 
Out of print, 

21. A copy of the DAILY WORKER, Central organ of the Commun- 
ist) Party: USA .5 scents. 

22. Resolutions Adopted at the Second Annual Western District Con- 
— of the Cannery and Agricultural Workers’ Industrial 

nion. 

23. A copy of the YOUNG WORKER, a youth newspaper, organ of 
the Young Communist League. 2 cents. 

24. Revolutionary Greetings (mimeogranh pamphlet now out of print). 

25. Another copy of the DAILY WORKER. 5 cents. 

26. (This item was a leaflet.) 

27. Toward Revolutionary Mass Work. 

28. The Revolutionary Crisis Is Maturing. Py 1. Z. Manuilsky. § 


cents. 
29. The Shop Paper Manual. 
mimeograph shop papers. 10 cents. 
30. On the Road to Bolshevisation. 
31. On the Eve of October. Dy V. I. Lenin. 15 cents. 
32. Another copy of Why Communism? 5 cents 


Facts for Speakers 


By JOHN COLZ. 


(Clip for your notebook.) 
Steel Workers Earn Less 


The magazine STEEL for September 3 reports that from 
June to July the number of workers in the steel industry de- 
clined from 415,547 to 383,673. In June they worked on an 
average 35.7 hours a week and in July 24.4 hours. The average 
wages dropped from $22.81 to $15.42 a week. 


A handbook on how to issue and edit 


American-Hawaiian S. S. Co. Strike Loss 


In July 


The American-Hawaiian Steamship Company reports a net 


loss from operations during July of $55,416 against a net profit of 


$142,575 for the same month a year ago when there was no strike. 


Earnings Of Sugar Beet Workers 


A survey by the Department of Labor published in the 
Monthly Labor Review of July, 1934, shows that the average 
family of sugar beet contract workers in 1933 earned $312 against 
$1,011 in 1924. It was estimated that $600 was needed to support 
a family on the very lowest subsistence level. Pay, even at this 
starvation rate, would be at least $21.50 to $24.50 per acre instead 
of the 1933 average of $13.87. California pay was below average, 
being $13.81 per acre. ia 

The above figures apply to whole families, with children 
working in the fields beside their parents. Of 110,354 workers, 
14,743 were children under 16. The work period lasts from the 
middle of April to the first of November, with the work day 


lasting 10 to 14 hours in busy seasons. 


Real Wages Drop As Prices Increase 


The increase in the cost of living is shown by the report of 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics in the New York Times of August 
30, in which wholesale food prices averagé 41.5 per cent higher 
than the low point of 1933, while wholesale textile products are 
40.5 per cent above last year’s lowest figure. The onlv available 
estimate of the change in wages of all workers was made recently 
by Donald Richberg in a report on the benefits of the New Deai 
From June, 1933, to June, 1934, wages increased 85 per cent, 
which is far less than the increase in the prices of the necessities 
of life. Since June wages have fallen, leaving real wages far 
under the figure of a year ago. 


